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DRAMATIC DESIGN TRANSFORMATION MARKS A SHIFT 
IN CHARACTER, CACHET FOR THE HILTON ANAHEIM 

 
ANAHEIM, Calif. – June 15, 2008 – As craftsmen at the Hilton Anaheim work to put the 
finishing touches on a sleek and modern new front desk and registration area, the hotel has 
officially entered the midway point in its remarkable transformation. The registration area will 
welcome guests with warmth and style when it is unveiled at the end of this month. 
 
The construction team will quickly move on to the rest of the hotel’s expansive lobby, but this 
first phase of the lobby renovation will provide a preview of the dramatic design upgrade that will 
take the hotel to a new level of style and cachet. Featuring the elements of water, fire, wind and 
earth, the Hilton Anaheim lobby will become a central gathering place for guests and visitors to 
the hotel. 
 
“The lobby is the heart of any hotel and sets the tone for the entire guest experience,” said 
Harold Rapoza, general manager of the Hilton Anaheim. “Our lobby will be contemporary, 
serene and inspiring. It will be a place where people want to gather, work, dine and entertain.” 
 
Art and design 
 
Designed by the San Francisco-based design firm Puccini Group, whose high profile projects 
can be seen around the world, the new Hilton Anaheim lobby will “be a soothing escape from 
the surrounding urban elements, while still being sleek, sophisticated and distinctly Californian,” 
according to the designers. 
 

The 40-foot sculptural mural by local artist Dora Delarios. 



The focal point of the lobby lounge will be a massive backlit onyx bar. To calm the senses, a 
waterfall will glide over an artful geode in the center of the room and the soothing sound of the 
splashing water will lull guests into a relaxed state.  
 
However, not everything will change. An existing artwork, a 40-foot sculptural mural by 
renowned Orange County artist Dora de Larios, will remain. This porcelain and gold leaf 
masterpiece will take on a new prominence when surrounded by the darker, earthier tones of 
the new lobby. 
 
Renovation and renewal 
 
Owned by noted luxury hotel developer Makar Properties – owners of the St. Regis Resort, 
Monarch Beach and the upcoming W Huntington Beach at Pacific City – the Hilton Anaheim is 
undergoing a dramatic renewal. Renovation is complete on about half of the hotel’s 1,572 
guestrooms, and the lobby renovation is underway. The hotel’s 100,000 square feet of meeting 
and event space was completely redone in late 2007. As one of the largest hotels in California, 
the sheer size and scale of the renovation project is significant. The glass-clad high-rise hotel 
sits on Convention Way, adjacent to the Anaheim Convention Center and a block from 
Disneyland Resort. 
 
“For Makar Properties, the Hilton Anaheim project is not just a renovation but an investment in 
the future of Anaheim as a key destination in the region,” said Paul Makarechian, President & 
CEO, Makar Properties. “Building on the hotel’s existing strengths, we have convened the 
creative resources of top designers and craftsmen to create an ideal venue to host social, 
philanthropic and civic events in the coming years.” 
 
Backed by a highly experienced staff and industry-leading innovations such as the Hilton Eat 
Naturally organic catering menu, the Hilton Anaheim can accommodate groups of almost any 
size with two newly remodeled ballrooms, each capable of accommodating 1,800 people for a 
sit-down dinner. Built in 1984, the hotel was refreshed in the mid-90s; the timing was now 
perfect for a thorough renovation that would renew the hotel's premier status as a top 
destination hotel for Anaheim and all of Orange County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A rendering of the new lobby lounge with back-lit onyx bar. 



About Hilton Anaheim 
 
With 1,572 guestrooms and 100,000 square feet of meeting space, the Hilton Anaheim is 
Orange County’s largest hotel and its premier convention and leisure destination. The hotel is 
conveniently located next door to the Anaheim Convention Center and a block from the 
Disneyland Resort, making it an excellent choice whether planning an event, attending a 
conference or visiting one of Anaheim’s many exciting attractions. The hotel is currently 
undergoing a multimillion dollar renovation that will enhance nearly every aspect of the property 
with heightened ambience and functionality. The Hilton Anaheim is owned by Newport Beach-
based Makar Properties, LLC. The hotel is located at 777 Convention Way, Anaheim, California 
92802. For reservations and further information, please visit   www.hiltonanaheimtour.com or 
call (714) 750-4321. 
 
About Makar Properties 
 
Headquartered in Newport 
Beach, California, Makar 
Properties, LLC is an 
innovative diversified real 
estate development company 
that specializes in the 
acquisition and development 
of master-planned 
communities and mixed-use, 
resort, retail, golf, office and 
residential properties in 
premier locations and high 
growth markets. Devoted to 
community and investor 
needs, Makar aims to craft 
distinctive lifestyle experiences 
for each resident or guest 
while considering the 
integration of each project with 
its community and ultimately, delivering superior returns. Makar Properties, LLC has over $1 
billion in assets representing an estimated build-out value of over $10 billion. 
 
Among its current projects in development is Pacific City, a surfside community including the 
250-room W Huntington Beach, The Residences at W Huntington Beach, cutting-edge retail and 
luxury residential villages in Huntington Beach, CA. Recent acquisitions include Korakia 
Pensione, an experiential resort located in Palm Springs, CA; the Hilton Anaheim, the premier 
convention and resort destination in Orange County, CA; and the Wyndham Orange County, a 
stylish, modern property, situated on Avenue of the Arts in Costa Mesa, CA. One of Makar’s 
landmark developments is the St. Regis Resort, Monarch Beach, a 172-acre luxury coastal 
resort in Dana Point featuring 400 rooms and suites, a world-class golf course and luxury 
residential living. For more information, please visit www.makarproperties.com. 
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A conceptual drawing of the Hilton Anaheim lobby. 


